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QPEN SIGHTS 





FIGHTING IN NORTH AFRICA, 
THESE WERE AMONG THE 
MAJOR DISCOMFORTS. 
THESE AND THE LASH OF 
ENEMY STEEL ! 





Chapter 1. Unequal Combat 


IN THE SUMMER OF 1942, THE ORAGOON 
REGIMENT TO WHICH SERGEANT DAN MAGON 
BELONGED WAS NEW TO THOSE DISCOMFORTS. 








HECK / 
WE'VE RUN SLAP 
INTO A LOAD OF 
yRous.e } iF THE 
.0, HAS ANY SENSE 
HEPLL ORDER AN 
ABOUT =TURN ! 








WUT SUCH AN ORDER WAS FAR FROM 
THE MIND OF THE REGIMENT’S 
COMMANDING OFFICER AT THAT 
MOMENT. « « 





Open Sights 


ENGAGE THE ENEMY?) 
THE OLO MAN MUST BE 
OFF HIS ROCKER ! 









BAN MASON COULD 
HARDLY BELIEVE HE 
HAD HEARD CORRECTLY. 








a * 








NUMBERS THE OPPOSING FORCES WERE ABOUT EQUAL, BUT IN FIRE-POWER 
THERE WAS NO COMPARISON. . » 





ANNIMILATED, 

HAUPTMANN. 

CAN THEY DO US WITH THEIR, 
THIRTY- SEVEN MILLIMETRE. 





4 Open signts 


NO "SHELLS WERE VET THREATENING 
THE FORMATION OF IRONCLADS: 
WHICH HAD OPENED UP ON THE 
BRITISH. THEY WERE PANZERS 
OF THE AFRIKA KORPS, 23-TON 
MARK-FOURS. .. 


OUTGUNNED, THE STUART HAD ONE 
OUTSTANDING FEATURE IN .IT® FAVOUR. 
AN ADVANTAGE: ON WHICH THE 
COLONEL OF THE BRITIEH DRAGOONS 
WAS PREPARED TO GAMBLE 
DEGPERATELY. 








IVES WILL RIP 
ERORE THEY HAVE 
ANY OF US WITHIN THEIR RANGE, 








WEAVE, | SAID! | WANT TO SEE 
BVERY TANK WINKING LIKE A HARE! 
THAT'S HOW WE CAN OFFSET THE 











THE IOEA BEHIND THE COLONELS TACTICAL MANOEUVRE WAS GOOD. IF 
HIS DRAGOONS HAO BEEN VETERANS, THEY MIGHT HAVE MADE IT WORK. 
UT THIS WAS THEIR BAPTISM OF FIRE. . 





TM BOING 
may BEST, SARN'T 
MASON. 











Open Sights 5 
THE REGIMENT TOOK CRUEL PUNISHMENT, TANK AFTER TANK RELL VIETIM 
OTHE FIRE OF THE HEAVY NAZI TANK= GUNS. 
BALE OUT! ‘ 
HURRY, SHE'LL 
GREW UP ANY 
SECOND ! 














[THE GERMANS WERE BLASTING AWAY WITH HIGH-EXPLOSIVE AS WELL AS 
ARMOUR-PIERCING AMMO. MASON'S ORIVER SAW A LIEUTENANT AND. 
TWO TROOPERS GO DOWN IN THE LURIO FLASH OF AN W.8. SHELL. 














Open Sights 


THE REST OF THE STUARTS THAT HAD SURVIVED THE 
GERMANS’ FIRST SALVOES WERE YAWING ONWARD. 
MASON DID NOT LIKE IT. 
ALK ABOUT THE 
CHARGE OF THE LIGHT 
BRIGADE / 1D Give A 
LOT TO BE GOING THE 
OTHER WAY... 

















THROUGH HIS PERISCOPE HE SAW TWO OF TH® STUARTS WORK NEAR 
ENOUGH TO THE PANZERS TO SNAP AT THEM LIKE TERRIERS... CONTRARY 


TO THE NAZIS’ SPECULATIONS... 





THEN WHAT 

ARE YOU WAITING 
‘SPOT-ON TARGET, FoR? FIRE? 
CAPTAIN O'BRIEN, 








Open Sights 


FOR A WEHRMACHT HAUPTMANN, 
THE WAR ENDED IN THE UOLTING 














BUT THE TWO STUARTS WERE SWIFTLY BLUDGEONED INTO SCRAP 
METAL BY THE CONCENTRATED TORRENT OF GERMAN FIRE... 












1S A 
MASSACRE! 
THIS WHOLE 
SET-UP'S AN 
OUT-AND-OUT 






MAYBE SO, SARGE. 
BUT ALL | WANT ISA 
CRACK AT THOS! 
PBRIGHING NAZIC! IF 
HARLAND CAN GET US 
‘A SHADE CLOSER... 














Open Sights 9 


MAGON'S GUNNER WAG DENIED HIS WIGH. THE DRAGOON’S COMMANDING 
OFFICER COULO ONLY TOO CLEARLY THAT HIS GAMBLE HAD NOT PAID 
OFF —— AND WOULD NEVER PAY OFF NOW... 











| WISH THE OLD 

MAN WOULD KEEP HIS 

HEAD DOWN! IT Fai 

GIVES ME THE SHIVERS 
TO WATCH HIM! 


HALF OF US 
SHOT TO BITS. 
1 DON'T CALL OFF 
THE ADVANCE, THE 
REGIMENT WILL BE 
NOTHING 
FoR IT BuT TO 
RETIRE 





ANT iT BETTER 
TO BACK OUT OF 
ACTION, SARN’T, AND 
KEEP THE FRONT OF 
OUR HULL RACING 

THE ENEMY ? 














0 Open Sights 


HARLAND WAS RIGHT. 
THE TANKS Sora 











DISCUSSION ON 
BATTLE-CRILL... 





“THE TANK TURNED TAIL UNOBR HARLAND'S NIMBLE HANDS. IT WAS AT 
MAXIMUM RANGE WHEN A SHOT STRUCK IT! 











Open Sights ft 


AT THAT DISTANCE, THE THICKER ARMOUR AT THE FRONT OF THE HULL 
MIGHT HAVE STOOD UP TO THE IMPACT HAD THE TANK REVERSED FROM 





1 KNEW IT! WRAP UP, 
(f WED BACKED OFF, ¢ 4 HARLAND, YOU LONG: 








DAN MASON AND HIS CREW DARTED FOR COVER... .HARLAND, THF 
++ .808 GLENNIE, RADIO-MAN. .. AND SMUOGER SMITH, THE GUNNER. 





WE'VE LOST MOST OF 








Open Sights 


HARLAND |, 





42 










THE SERGEANT STOPPED SHORT AS 
SYDDENLY BPRANS TO HIS FEET. 


( 

















Open Sights 13 







MASON WATCHED IN 


HELPED A 
TO HIS 

HALE cas 
TOWARDS THEM. 


WHAT'S THAT 
LANCE = JACK THINK 
Y He's conc —TRvine 
To EARN A 
VICTORIA cross ? 





HARLAND’S IN TROUBLE. 
LET'S GIVE HIM A 





BUT SERGEANT MASON 
ENDEO BY TALKING TO 









AND 1 GOT MY 





Open Sights 


If SCURRIED FORWARD. WITH SHRAPNEL SLICING 
BLPED "HARLAND CARRY THE INJURED LIEUTENANT 













iF YOu MUGS WANT TO 
BE HEROES, THAT'S YouR 
Look-our, But 
WURRY IT UP, WiLL 
you ? 











WHAT'S THE 
LATEST ON MISTER 
FARRAN, TOSH ? 








ARTER THE FIASCO OF THAT DAY, DAN 
MASONS STOCK DID NOT STAND 
PARTICULARLY HIGH WITH HIS CREWMEN. 





HIS TROUBLE 1S. 
He's UUST CUT FOR 
NUMBER ONE, SMUDGE. 
PROPER OLD 'SOLOIER, 
KNOW WHAT I MBAN? 














16 Open Sights 
Chapter 2. Russian Front 


THE DRAGOONS WERE PULLED BACK TO AN ENCAMPMENT NEAR CAIRO. 
FGOM THERE, SELECTED PERGONNEL WERE SENT ON A SPECIALISED 
THESE ARE THE TANKS 
YOUR REGIMENT WiLL BE 
HANDLING AB SOON AS 
THEY CAN BE SHIPPED 
HERE IN SUFFICIENT 
NUMBERS... 


































LIUTENANT FARRAN, DAN MASON, LANCE - CORPORAL HARLANG) BOB 
GLENNIE, SMUOGER SMITH — THEY WERE AMONG THOSE WHO HAD EEN 
pSRRECT ED 2. THESE HOTTED-UP VERGIONS 

OF THE OLO CHURCHILL ARE TH 

BEST THINGS PVE SEEN. We 








SHOULD BE ABLE TO GIVE THE 
MERRIES 4 HIDING NEXT TIME WE 


Open Sights 7 









THIRTY -EIGHT-AND-A-HALF— TON TANKS, 


MATCH WITH THE AFRIKA KORPS? 


UP-GUNNED FOR A SLUGGING— 


BEST... THESE WARE FITTING 





INSTRUMENTS OF VENGEANCE FOR THE EAGER ORAGOONS / 








BRITISH TO THE LAST RIVET, 
excePT 
MILLIMETRE CANNON IN THE 
TURRET. 
vos. 
ANO THE HULL MACHINE= GUN 
ARE BOTH BESAS.. 





POR THE SEVENTY —Five 





THATS AN AMERICAN 
THe CO-AXIAL MACHINE-GUN 




























VEN DAN MASON LOOKED WALL- 
SATISFIED, THOUGH HE WOULD 
NOT HAVE ADMITTED TO BEING 
EAGER FOR THE FRAY. . 
THATS MORE LIKE IT 
THE ARMOUR)S A SIGH’ 
DIFFERENT, TOO—OVER A 
HUNDRED "MILLIMETRES 
THICK, INSTEAD OF THE 
STUARTS THIRTY 


















DAGON SWITCHED HIS ATTENTION 
TO THE MAN WHO STOOD ON THE 
CHURCHILL'S HULL... 
1 WOULDN'T 
MIND BEING IN HIS: 
wooTs. —CUSHY 4O1 
ACTING AS 
INSTRUCTOR... 



















A WEEK OR TWO LATER, THE DRAGOONS ON THAT COURSE RETURNED 
TO THAIR UNITS, WITHIN FORTY BIGHT HOURS OF REPORTING, DAN 
MASON FELT LIKE A MAN WHO HAD HAD A MAGIC WAND WAVED 











STALINGRAD. .? 
‘CUR ASSIGNMENT NEVER HBARO OF IT, 
WILL TAKE US ‘TO SIR... 13 ANYBOD: 
RUSSIA, SERGEANT mLSE Gone 

+++TO A PLACE 


CALLED 
STALINGRAD... 





WE'RE TO MAKE 
up A TROOP — 


Open Sights 





FIETEEN OF US, 


TT SEEMED A CONSIGNMENT OF THE 
MODIFIED CHURCHILLS WAS BEING 
DELIVERED TO SOVIET ARMY UNITS. 


LYING IN RESERVE, DEEP BEHIND THE 
UKRAINE FRONT. . « 





WE'LL PASS ON OUR KNOWLEDGE 
TO RUSSIAN PERSONNEL. | KNOW 
You'RE AS BRASSED OFF AgOUT 

THIS AS | AM, MASON, BUT WB)LL 
HAVE TO MAKE THE BRST OF IT. 








SERGEANT GRINNEO BROADLY 
AS HE CALLED HIS CREW 


















Open, Sights 
Tie_TOLD THEM OF THE POSTING TO STALINGRAD, AND ROUNDED OFF WIS 
RECOUNT OF IT WITH A SMUG PRONOUNCEMENT. 

MEE & EEE. ._{ VM RECOMMENDING 


















‘AT THAT THE SERGEANT LOST 
His TEMPER. . - 





Open Sights 


THE MEN WHO WERE SELECTED TO GO TO RUSSIA WITH FARRAN AND 
MASON WERE PARAOED IN THE C.0'S TENT BEFORE LEAVING. . 


















| APPRECIATE THAT YOU 








RANKS ENTRAINED FOR 
IRNEY WHICH WAS [ome 











2 Open Sights 














FROM IRAN, THEY 
EMBARKED ON A. 
700-MILE VOYAGE 
NORTHWARD 
THROUGH THE 
GREAT INLAND. SEA 
BA KNOWN AS THE 
casei 


FROM WHAT PVE READ y 
IT CAN BE COLD BNOUGH 
IN WINTER, SERGEANT— 
ESPECIALLY ON THE 
STEPPES AROUND 
STALINGRAD. 



































SPEAKING RUSSIAN 
OFFICER. 








Open Signts 
RAIL FROM ASTRAKHAN TO STALINGRAD, WHERE 
THEY WERE WHISKED OFF THROUGH 





1F_WAS 300 MILES 
A TRUCK AWAITED THEM. 
crry.. 








THIS IS KNOWN AS 
HEROES’ SQUARE. ANDO 
THE TALL BUILDING OVER 
THERE IG THE STALINGRAD 

DEPARTMENT~ STORE. 


HERE WE ARE, MISTER FARRAN —]] 





FINALLY, THEY REACHEO A RED. 
ARMY BARRACKS A HALF-HOUR'S 
DRIVE WEST OF STALINGRAD ACROSS 
A_PLAIN CALLED THE DON-VOLGA 











THERE, 

IN THOSE BIG 
@ARAGES, YOU WILL 
FIND THE TANKS ON 
WHICH You WILL Give 

INSTRUCTION . 














Open Sights 


BERGEANT DAN MASON'S THAT BI@-HEAD MASON 
CREW STOOD ay, MAKES ME SICK! FROM THE 
KtSTENING BCORNPULLY... WAY HE TALKS ANYONE?D THINK 
4E'D INVENTED PERISHIN’ 











MASON SEEMED TO ENJOY THE SMUDGER SMITH BARELY 
SOUND OF HIS OWN voice... SUPPRESSED A SARCASTIC 


LET ME STRESS THAT A 











26. Open Sights 


DAY BY DAY, WEEK BY WEEK, BATCH AFTER BATCH OF RUSSIANS WERE 
INITIATED INTO THE HANDLING OF CHURCHILL TANKS. TO ALL THE 
DRAGOONS EXCEPT DAN MASON, TEACHING THEM BECAME A MONOTONOUS 
CHORE... BEING A REGULAR, SIR, 

| DON'T KNOW HOW MAYBE DM MORE USED 
MUCH OF THIS | CAN TAKE, TO MAKING THE BEST 
SERGEANT. I'M FED UP OF A BAD 
WITH THIS JOB, AND SO SITUATION. 
ARE THE REST OF THE 

MEN. HOW ABOUT 
you ? 





































TO_HIMGELF, DAN ADMITTRO THE SITUATION SUITED HIM FINE. SUT 
ONE SUNDAY’ EVENING, WHEN HE RETURNED FROM A WEEK-END 
EURLOUGH. . » 

THANKS FOR THE” 

LIFT, TOVARICH. HE 


1S THAT GUNFIRE ? 

SORRY, CHUM, YOU 

CAN'T’ UNOS! 
ENGLISH, 


NO, He 
CANT, SERGEANT, 
BUT THAT 16. 

GUNFIRE. THE 
GERMANS HAVE 
LAUNCHED AN 





Open Sights 27 


SL. THAT WAS TRUS, BUT 
{ THE NAZIS HAVE 
1 THROWN A HUNDRED 
DIVISIONS INTO AN ALL~ 














OUT EFFORT. IT 
SEEMS THEY ARE 
‘SUCCEEDING... 








‘THE GERMAN ‘PUTSCH” 


WAS SUCCEEDING. 
AT THAT MOMENT, 
vAcKBOOTED 


BATTALIONS WERE 
MARCHING WITH THE 
STRIDE OF 
CONQUBRERS. . . 











Open Sights 








EAST OF THE RIVER, WARD 
FOUGHT WITH STUBBORN VALOUR TO HOLD A BUCKLED GUT 
UNBROKEN DEFENCE-LINE... 

















FORWARD — 
FOR PUEHRER ANO 
FATHERLANO ! 











Open Sights 





OuR WATCHWORD 
THE WHOLE 

BATTALION (8 

OISGING-IN AS 

ORDERED, Avon 
PETROVEKI. 











TAGUT@ SHORTAGE OF ARMOUR ON THE APPROACHES TO STALINGRAD 
PRESENTED A DESPERATE PROBLEM NOW. ALL AVAILAG: 





ING FED INTO THE BATTLE. 


THERE GO THE iF THe RUSSKIES. 
LAST OF THE TANKS MAD ENOUGH STAFF 


OUR INSTRUCTION 
cLassaS 

















ba Open Sights 


THERE WAS NO SIGN OF DAN MASON WHEN LIEUTENANT FARRAN ARRIVED. 
(TWAS HARLAND WHO TOLD THE OFFICER OF MASON’S DECISION. . - 


ny vee MASON . - — 











WORRY, SIR. 
WORE ALL 
WITH You! 








LIBUTENANT  KONTE! 
HELL BE RIDING Wi 
US_AS_LIAIGON 
OFFICER. 


E350. 
HOLo IT, 
ORIVER. WAIT FO} 





Open Sights 3 


KONIBFF TRAVELLED ON THE HULL -OF FARRAN’S TANK, HE HAD 
CONDUCT THE TROOP TO A. BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS. FROM THEI 
DIRECTED TO A BATTALION H.Q... J 


MAGOR Sa ae 
PETROVSKI ? 



































YES, | 
AM MAGOR 
PETROVEK! 








KONIEFF AND PETROVSKI BEGAN TO CONVERSE HBATEOLY, ALTHOUGH THEY 
SPOKE IN RUSSIAN, FARRAN COULD SBE THAT SOMETHING HAD UPGET THE 
MAUOR Gq @ECAUSE THERE IS 








a Open Si 
MINUTES WENT BY. AT LENGTH, KONIEFF TURNED TO PARRAN..- 








THE OPERATION TO THE ENGLISHMAN. WATCHES WERE 
TLY “AN: 


1D, AND, EXAC™ HOUR LATER, THE CHURCHILL 
AD... 








Open Sights 35 


THEY CLANKED THROUGH PETROVSKI'S BATTALION AREA AND LUMBERED 
out ND IT. FROM A LONG, LOW FOLD IN THE STEPPE, NARROWED 
TEHED THEM. « ———— an 















NUMBER ONE: 
GUN... RANGE — EIGHT 
HUNDRED METRES... 








Open Sights 





THE FIRE BARBED SHOT DROPPED SHORT, 
RICOCHETED HIGH... = 





ABOUT TIME MISTER 
PARRAN GAVE OUR 
GUNNERS THE 
GO- AHEAD ? 











AT THAT MOMENT, LIEUTENANT FARRAN 
HAO COME TO THE SAME DECISION... 








OKAY, SEVENTY-FIVES ! 

BIGHT HUNDRED YARDS. 

TARGET—ENEMY ANTI~ 
TANK GUNS. 


Sai ee f 





Open Sights id 


ort grec eared Pa 















ARACH / 
KIMMEL! 








THE GERMAN POSITION WAS SUDDENLY DAPPLED WITH THE STAB OF HALF- 
A-DOZEN GUN-FLASHES. HEAVIER GERMAN GUNS HAD TAKEN UP THE 
BARAAGE.. eT 

ORIVeRS | 

MINKING “TACTICS ! 

WALE-LEFT FOR 
FIFTY YAROS.. 













es Open Sights. 


THAT WAS WHERE PARRAN AAADE A TRAGIC BLUNDER. UNFAMILIAR WITH 
THE RUSSIAN MBTHOD OF ADVANCING IN COLUMN @EHINO PROTECTING: 
ARMOUR, HE EXPOSED THE FOLLOWING INFANTRY TO DIRECT GERMAN FIRE. 














ALL ALONG THE NAZI FRONT IN THAT SECTOR OF THE BATTLE-LINE, 
SMALL-ARMS LASHED OUT A MURDEROUS BLIZZARD OF BULLETS. THE RED 


ARMY MEN FELL IN OROVES. 




















Open Sights 39 


FARRAN QUICKLY REALISED HIS ERROR. HE TRIED TO RECTIFY IT, BUT 





[TWAS TOO LATE. THE RUSSIANS HAD SEEN THROWN INTO CONFUSION, 
THEIR ATTACK FELL OUT OF GEAR. . 








NUMBERS OF PNTROVSKI'S MEN TRIED TO STRUGGLE ON, BUT THE DEADLY 
ACCURACY OF THE GERMANS" FIRE BEAT THEM. TO ENO THE BUTCHERY, 







PETROVEKI ORDERED A RETREAT... 









A HUMAN, 
SACRIFICE! THAT?!s 


18) WHERE THE BLAME 
Mes! THE 
‘Sriviee 


a: ii oed 











40 Open Sights 


FARRAN'S TROOP OF CHURCHILLS REVERSED SLOWLY WITH BEGAS 
BLATTERING AND SEVENTY-FIVES POUNDING, IN A DESPERATE EFFORT TO 


COVER THE WITHDRAWAL 
GIVE EM THE WORKS, | 
sovs ! weive Go 76 | 
DO ALL_WE CAN ‘TO 


TAKE ‘THE HEAT OFF 
THE RUSSIANS ! 
pasa 

























=~ 





AL. y oy aie ic , 
Le hy, GL, 


BUT AS THE TANKS REACHEO PETROVSKI'S LINES, THE RUSSIAN MAYOR 
SPLUTTERED A VITRIOLIC SPATE OF WORDS AT ARRAN... 
SHALL I DON'T BOTHER, 
TRANSLATE 
WHAT THE: 
MAYOR 1S 
SAYING ? 














Open Sights 4 


nee Embattled City 














42 Open Sights 
THE LUFTWAPRE STRUCK, TOO— SEEKING 

TO MAKE THE TASK OF THE GERMAN 
GROUND-FORCES EASIER. . 





















ATTACHED TO THE REMNANTS OF A BRIGADE WITH WHICH THEY HAD 
RETREATED ACROSS THE DON-VOLGA STEPPE, FARRAN AND HIS TROOP FaLT 
NO, LIEUTENANT 
COME, MISTER KONIBRE, WE'LL TAKE 
FARRAN, GET YOUR MEN OUR CHANCE INSIDE OUR 
DOWN INTO THE VEHICLES. 
CELLARS ! : 























DQUARTER: 
WHEN THE! LUETWAPFE HAD FINI 


BRIGADE WITH WHICH FARRAN'S TROOP WAS LINKED HAD TAKEN A 


THE BUILOING WAS A TOTAL WRITE- 





LOOKS LIKE THE 

CELLARS BTCOD UP 

TO THE BOMBING 
THOUGH. 

















‘Open Sights 








OUR UNITS WHICH HAS: 
WEEN SURROUNDED AND 
IS IN. DANGER OF 

ANNIHILATION 


















PROVE To BE A 
SUICIDAL mission. 











FARRAN ANSWEREO THE RUSSIAN 

LIEUTENANT WITH A GRIM SMILE... 
He SUGGESTS 
BREACHING THE 
GERMAN RING 








Open Sights 45 


THE ENGLISHMAN NODDED. KONIEFF MOTIONED TO THE LEADING IRONCLAD, 
















PLL RIDE IN THE 
FIRST TANK AND LET ITS 
ORIVER KNOW THE ROUTE. ..BY 
THE WAY, THE UNIT WHICH HAS 
BEEN GURRCUNOED IS PETROVSKI'S. 
OES THAT MAKE ANY 
DIFFERENCE TO YOU? 





TF MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE. THE EXPRESSION ON THE @RITISH 
SUBALTERN'S FACE BECAME EVEN MORE GRIMLY DETERMINED ! 












Ler’s Get 
CRACKING, LIEUTENANT 
KONIBFE/” PLL PULL 
MAJOR PETROVSKI AND His 
MEN OUT OF THE FIX THEY'RE 
IN, FITS THE LAST THING 

po! 1 Owe THEM 















4% Open Sights 
THE ENGINES GROWLED. THE THREE mAMMOTHS OF MECHANISED WAR 
RUMBLED DOWN THE SHATTERED STREET... 


TURN LERT AT THE 
NEXT INTERSECTION. 











UNKNOWN TO KONIBER, AT THAT 
MOMENT, ANOTHER TRACKED 
VEHICLE WAS MOVING TOWARDS 
HEROES? SQUARE. 









Open Sight. A 
BOBBING UP WARILY FROM A CBLLAR, ONS OF STALINGRAD'S UNDERGROUND 
REFUGEES GPOTTED IT. IT WAS A GERMAN STURMGESCHUTZ, A SELF 
PROPELLED GUN MOUNTED ON A PANZER CHASSIS. 
WHAT THE 
Meck ARE THE 
Semnigs uP To? 








A. Ls 
SETS tFGZL 
Bie, 

LIL IL LZ 

OT 


A CASTAWAY ON THE TIDE OF WAR, 


‘DAN 
WAASON SOON HAD THE ANSWER TO HIS 
QUESTION. 





60 THATS 
THEIR IDEA, BH? 
STAY OUT OF 
SIGHT AND LIE 
cos6o TL TH 
CANT Miss / 
DEAD - CRAFTY... 








ia 9 
=F 





48 Open Sights 





THE RUSSIAN LORRY, WIPED, OUT, EVERY 
PACKED WITH TROOPS, 
WAS A TOTAL WRECK... 








Open Sights y 
THEN MASON REALISED THAT, ALTHOUGH THE MAN INTHE TURRET OF THE 
KEADING CHURCHILL WAS RUSSIAN, THE DRIVER AND CO-ORIVER WERE WIS 




















\\ 


x 

















Hi WAS WATCHING FARRAN'S TROOP, THE TROOP TO WHICH HE HAD 
BELONGED. HE WAG WATCHING FORMER COMRADES ADVANCING TO A 
RENDEZVOUS WITH SUDDEN AND CERTAIN 4. ‘ 


THE NAZISPLL 
WAIT TILL ALL THREE 
CHURCHILLS ARE IN THE 
SQUARE. THEN THEY'LL 
BLAST "EM IN QUICK 
SUCCESSION. 


Open Sights 

















WE SHED THE “OLD 
SOLDIER’ GUISE, AND 
BECAME WHAT YEARS OF 
TRAINING HAD MADE HIM 
WN SPITE OF HIMSELF —A 
SOLDIER, NOTHING Lass! 





Upen Sights js! 


MASON STARTED TO RUN FULL-PELT. 





i= THIS DON'T 
BEAT ALL! IT's 
‘SAR'NT MASO! 








THE GERMAN, SHELL WAS NOT ON TARGET. 


AGAINST BRICKS AND MORTAR... J 











Open Sights 


el oe 


URCHILLS ALTERED 
ci 





BATTERGD BUILDINGS 

















Open Sights 
== KeNIaRR CHIPPED 


53 
WN @LUNTLy...] . 








12 WE ARE TO RESCUE PETROVSK! 
AND HIS MEN, WE CANNOT GIVE 
HEROES’ SQUARE A WIDE BERTH ! 

MUST CROSS IT To REACH 











FARRAN LOOKED AT KONIEFF, GAVE A GRISK 


ATTENTION TO MASON AGAIN.. 











54 Open Sights 


[DAN MASON HEFTED “THE SUB-MACHINE-GUN HE HAD GRASGED. HE FELT 





STRANGELY @XALTED. .. YET, OBEP DOWN, HE WAS CONSCIOUS OF A LINGERING 
SENSE OF SHAME, TOO... 


wair, 
SERGEANT. PP ONE MAN’L 
OMB OF US HAD RUN LESS RISK OF 
@BST GO WITH DRAWING FIRE THAN 
A PARTY, SIR. 
BESIDES, VE A 
NASTY TASTE TO WASH 
OUT OF My MOUTH FoR 
SLOPING OFF LIKE 
110. 





He DIBAPPEA 
Heroes’ sau. ie 
HE SLIPPED ON THE TREACHEROUS RUGGLE... 











Open Sights 55 

ALERTED, THE GERMAN ARTILLERYMGEN DIVED BACK FROM THEIR GUN, SMALL 
mae IN TH NOS. A STREAM OF SCHMEISSER BULLETS PECKED AT 
—— — 















TAAGON HAD NO CHANCE TO 
Dive POR COVER IN THAT 
WITHBRING HOT SPOT OF 
CONCENTRATED FIRE... 








Open Sights 





DAN'S BODY JERKED AS THE NAZI GULLETS STRUCK HIM. SOMEHOW, HE 
BROUGHT HIS OWN GUN INTO PLAY, HOSING THE GERMANS WITH A STREAM 





OF LEAD... 





FROM ACROSS THE SQUARE, FARRAN'S TROOP HEARD THE SERGEANT 
SHOUTING THAT THE WAY WAS CLEAR. HIS VOICE SOUNDED STRONG 
@NOUGH, BUT HE COULD HARDLY RAISE A WHISPER WHEN FARRAN FOUND 








Open Sights 


HAD NOT @OT LONG To 60, BUT A 
GHOST OF A SMILE CROSSED HIS. 
FACE... 


WHEN THE vERRIES. 


ENDING LIKE... LIKE THIB.. 














IT WAS CLEAR SERGEANT MASON 





THE SERGEANT SLUMPED. 
STIFF - BACKED, LIEUTENANT 
FARRAN WALKED BACK TO 
THE TANKS. . 











58 Open Sights 


ToECRURCHLLS LUMBERED FORWARD AGAIN, TO ENCOUNTER THE FIRE 
soul 











anes 











THE TANKS? VEG OPENED UP. THE GREY-CLAD. 
UNDER A STORM OF LEAD AND STHEL. 








THERE WERE OTHER 




















60 Open Sights 


THE TRACKS GUFFERED NO DAMAGE, FARTHER ALONG THB GOULBVARD, 
FARRAN AND HiS PARTY MET THR REMNANTS OF PRTROVSKI'S UNIT... 














LIEUTENANT KONIEFF, 
BACK 


RIGHT BEHIND US WITH 
His MEN 











Open Sights ; i 











RE LONG, PETROVSKI HAD CAUSE TO 
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[5a AT THE CHURCHILLS’ START POINT, KONIEFF TRANSLATED A 





BEAMING SPEECH MADE By PETROVSKI. 
THE MAJOR WISHES TO EXTEND 














THAT WAS A DATE FARRAN COLLD NOT KEEP. STALINGRAD WAS RELIEVED 
ONLY WHEN RUSSIAN COUNTER- BLOWS AND WINTER'S ICY GRIP COMBINED TO 


WHOLESALE 


SURRENDER... THE END OF 

A GERMAN FORMATION THAT 

WAS ORIGINALLY HALE-A- 
MILLION STRONG J 














ONLY ONE OF THE BRITIGH DRAGOON TROOP REMAINED IN STALINGRAD 
WHEN THE RAVAGED CITY WAS RECLAIMED BY ITS RIGHTFUL OWNERS... 








GEDAN IASON 
a — 39.9125 —. 





DAN MASON REGTED WHERM HE HAD FALLEN... 








MEN WHO HAD ONCE GOOSE-STEPPED ARROGANTLY WARE NOW A 
WOEBEGONE VANGUARD ON THE LONE ROAD OF OEFEAT ANO DISASTER DOWN 
WHICH THE NAZIS WERE TO DRAG THE WHOLE GERMAN NATION 




















ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... .ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 160—SNIPER ! No. 162—SNARL OF BATTLE 









YON 
CER, 


Sing hh 


BATHE 
id 4 ~ zi 
When a soldier hunts a sniper, it isa The lion-hearted Corporal Tagg would 


duel to the death . . . and he must allow nothing to come between him and 
shoot fast . . . and shoot first ! his beloved rifle . . . but nothing ! 


No. 163—HELL’S HEROES 


Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
Ist October, are :-— 


No, 164—THE LAST ROUND. No. 166—MASSACRE MOUNTAIN 


No, 165—FIRST OF THE LINE No, 167—THE BRAVE AND THE 
DAMNED 





W-Bodies for OLD! 


MORE MUSCLE 
BIGGER CHEST 


You'll see and feel 
your arm 
pie ‘muscles 
without BULGE 
Aho out with 
super power 
‘energy. 


DynsmureFenaton veto 


TIRELESS LEGS 


Bice Sowil puctan poms 


9a, BM rhe pisces 
ye ics 





rebuilds you 
and 
powerful. inside and 





WOULDN'T YOU like to “ pick out” the kind 
‘of body you want—trade in skin and bones or 
flab and fat for powerful SOLID MUSCLE 
exactly where you need it? 1 have given thou- 
ds the kind of bodies they always want 
Now, see what I can do for YOU in the coupo 
below. You can CHOOSE a muscular, broad 
slimmer waistline and hips... n 
trip-hammer power for your arms and 4 
more ‘solid weight in the RIGHT PLACES. 
You name it, I'll show you how you can get 
it FAST—or you pay nothing ! 


CHARLES ATLAS, Dept. 17-4, Chitty St, London, W.l. 
| ‘Send me absolutely FREE details of 









Dear Charice Aun: 9200 De,abolmly, FREE, Sass of 
ThMoRe Muscue Spleens, and, aluable, seve! 
MSR CEMSE eadepiand tis book 
RiGAaM’ | UwaMeccatecens aqate | 
Riga yp eneicaues 
fiona 


Chieey 











enone oer 





